Feline embryo transfer during the non-breeding season.
To obtain normal kits by embryo treansfer (ET) during the non-breeding season, maintenance of pregnancy was carried out by administration of sustained action progesterone (P4) in queens. Embryos were recovered six days after mating from five donor queens in which ovulation was induced by administration of eCG and hCG. The number of embryos recovered ranged from 24 to 53 (mean: 37.2 +/- 6.4) per animal and most embryos were compacted morulae. The yield of embryos was 49.0-93.3% (mean: 73.8 +/- 9.6%). As for recipients, porcine pituitary gland preparation and hCG were administered to 19 queens and estrus and ovulation were induced in 18 queens (94.7%). These queens underwent intrauterine ET of five compacted morulae and 17 cats (94.4%) were impregnated. The number of implantations was 2-5 (mean: 3.7 +/- 0.3). Among these impregnated queens, 15 cats received P4 adminstration starting on day 24 of gestation and 1-5 newborns (mean: 3.4 +/- 0.3) were obtained by normal delivery or caesarean section on day 64-69 of gestation. However, two animals that were not treated with P4 underwent spontaneous abortion about the mid gestational period. Therefore, it is possible to obtain normal kits from queens in the non-breeding season by ET with maintenance of pregnancy by P4 administration.